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which should draw together the Triple and Dual Alliance,
and thus make a strong group of the five great European
Powers. This idea of a Continental League continually
hovered before his imagination for years. By it he hoped to
secure the peace of Europe. If Russia could bring the
French into such a combination, France would be expected
to give up the thought of revenge and the hope of recover-
ing Alsace-Lorraine. This would remove one of the funda-
mental sources of danger to the peace of Europe. Further-
more, such a Continental League could be effectively used
to check England's excessive colonial pretensions in Africa
and Asia, and eventually, perhaps, after the growth of the
Gorman navy, to place a check on England's supremacy on
the seas.40
The Tsar, however, did not allow himself to be fooled
by the Kaiser into making any commitments. But he re-
plied at once on June 3, 1898:
Dearest Willy,
. „ * Three months ago, in the midst of our negotiations
with China, England handed us over a memorandum contain-
ing many tempting proposals trying to induce us to come to
a full agreement upon all the points in which our interests
collided with her's. These proposals were of such a new
character, that I must say, we were quite amazed and yet—
their very nature seemed suspicious to us; never before had
England made such offers to Russia. That showed us clearly
that England needed our friendship at that time, to be able
to check our development, in a masked way, in the Far East
Without thinking twice over it, their proposals were
refused. . . .
It is very difficult for me, if not quite impossible, to an-
swer your question whether it is useful or not for Germany
to accept these often repeated English proposals, as I have
not got the slightest knowledge of their value*
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